Postoperative thrombosis of the superior caval vein in a patient with primary asymptomatic Behçet's disease. A case report.
Behçet's disease is a systemic vasculitis of unknown cause. In 1937 Behçet described 3 patients with oral and genital ulceration and hypopyon iritis. The disease shows worldwide distribution with the highest prevalence in the eastern Mediterranean region and Japan. The most common manifestation is recurrent oral ulceration. Other manifestations include genital ulceration, eye lesions, skin lesion, arthritis or arthralgia, and cerebral lesions. Venous thrombosis and thrombophlebitis are also recorded as manifestations. One of the causes of superior caval vein obstruction is Behçet's disease. Especially in Turkey, this association is common. Management must be directed against the primary disease plus the caval vein obstruction. The authors describe a patient with multisymptomatic presentation of Behçet's disease with thrombosis of the superior caval veins and successful lysis with streptokinase.